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Service Notes 
 
- The following psalms in the front of the hymnal (page 64f) will aid 
you in your meditation before receiving the Lord’s Supper:  Psalms 
34, 42-43, 51, 84, 116, 150.  Prayers for preparation for worship are 
on pages 10 and 11 in the hymnal.  A form for preparation for 
Communion is on page 156.  
-  Please sign the friendship registry in the pews before the service 
or during the offering.  If you have a prayer request or would like 
Pastor Schaefer to visit or call you, please note your request. 
Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  Our guests are kindly 
asked to note that it is our practice to first become a member of our 
communion fellowship before communing with us.  Please speak to 
our pastor about becoming a member of our communion fellowship. 

 
THE COMMON SERVICE (page 15) 

 
OPENING HYMN: #492 “Son of God, Eternal Savior” 
 
STAND 

M: In the name of the Father and of (+) the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 



C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by 
nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and 

has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 



 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 



M: The Lord be with you. 

 
M: Let us pray. 
Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. 
Inspire us to think those things that are true and long for 
those things that are good, that we may always make our 
petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
BE SEATED 

 
THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON: Acts 11:19-26 
 
19 Now those who were scattered because of the persecution 
that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and 
Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except 
Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and 
Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists 

also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord 
was with them, and a great number who believed turned to 
the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the ears of the church 
in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he 



came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he 
exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast 
purpose, 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and 
of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 
25 So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when 
he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole 
year they met with the church and taught a great many 
people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called 
Christians. 
 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 98 

 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song,* 
for he has done marvelous things. 

 

The LORD has made his salvation known* 
and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

 

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness 
to the house of Israel;* 
all the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. Refrain 



Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,* 
burst into jubilant song with music; 

 

make music to the LORD with the harp,* 
with the harp and the sound of singing. 

 

Shout for joy before the LORD, the King.* 
He will judge the world in righteousness 
and the peoples with equity. 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.  Refrain 
 
Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. OneLicense.net License A-722670 

 
SECOND LESSON: 1 John 4:1-11 
 

4 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to 
see whether they are from God, for many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of 
God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not 
confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the 
world already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have 
overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who 
is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they 
speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are 



from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not 
from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of 
truth and the spirit of error. 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that 
we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another.  
 

VERSE OF THE DAY (sung by the soloist) 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. 
If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will 
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with 
him. Alleluia. (John 14:23) 

STAND 
 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 
GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in 
my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in 
my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and 
abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that 
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 



12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call 
you servants, for the servant does not know what his master 
is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have 
heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did 
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so 
that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it 
to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love 
one another. 
 

 
NICENE CREED 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, 



was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, 

and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life (+) of the world to come. Amen. 
 
BE SEATED 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: #377 “Dear Christians, One and All, 
Rejoice” The soloist will sing verses 2,4, and 7. 
SERMON 



STAND  

PSALM 51 RESPONSE (page 20) 

 
 
BE SEATED 
 

OFFERING 
OFFERING ANTHEM: “God is Love”                                              
© 1993, World Library Publications, all rights reserved. 

 
Refrain: God is love, and they who abide in love abide in 
God, and God in them. 
 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him might have eternal  life.  (Refrain) 
 
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you.  You will 
live in my love if you will keep my commandments.  (Refrain) 



All this I tell you, that my joy may be yours, and your joy may 
be full, and your joy may be complete.  (Refrain) 
 
There is no greater love than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command 
you.  (Refrain) 

 
STAND 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
FOR THE EASTER SEASON (page 124) 

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, 
you fulfilled your promises by the resurrection of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, 
who laid down his life to rescue the lost. 

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in 
your glorious triumph. 

M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make 
intercession for the saints, and grant us confidence in the 
greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your 
redeemed people standing before your throne and singing 
the song of victory. 

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive 
wisdom and power and honor and glory and praise. 



M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good 
news of hope and new life to those around us. Guide us in 
the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our 
talents, and our treasures. 

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and 

strengthen the faith of the suffering and the dying. Assure 
them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the 
hope of eternal life. 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 
M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your 

salvation. With happy hearts, we come before you and 
say: 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from (+) evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



 
THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE 
M: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in 
all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we 
praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your 
Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away 
the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored 
everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 

bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
(+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is the new testament 
in my (+) blood, which is poured out for you for the 



forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace (+) of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

 
 
BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:                                                  
#120 “What Wondrous Love is This”                                      
#494 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 



THANKSGIVING (page 24) 
STAND 

 SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis) 

 
 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving 
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We 
thank you that through him you have given us pardon and 
peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy 
Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 



M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
The Common Service ©1993 Northwestern Publishing House, all rights reserved.  OneLicense.net License A-722670. 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. 

OFFICIANTS: 
Preacher and Celebrant: Pastor Paul Schaefer 

Communion Assistants: Jim Cutler and Ron Bude 
Organist: Mrs. Jan Jacobi 

Soloist: Tom Kalish 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PETER’S 
 
Today   -   9:30 AM Divine Service  

- 10:45 AM Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 
- 6:00 PM Good Shepherd Novi Lecture Series 

Wednesday -   9:00 AM Bible Class 
Thursday  -   7:00 PM Festival of the Ascension Divine Service 
Saturday  -   9:00 AM Work Bee 
Sunday              -   9:30 AM Divine Service  

- 10:45 AM Adult Bible Class and Sunday School 
    
Serving our congregation 
Altar Guild – Ascension (5/10) Doris Tomlin                                         

  Sunday (5/13) Nancy Winkler  
Ushering –   Ascension (5/10) Team 4 
    Sunday (5/13) Team 1 
  
Altar flowers are presented to the glory of God and in memory of their father Arthur F. Otte's 
birthday anniversary by his daughters: Doris Tomlin, Grace Otte, Karen Anderson and Lois 
Bude. 
 
Roots Montessori Update:  A congregational meeting was held on Sunday, April 22, to 
discuss the proposed leasing of space in our school to Roots.  Discussions centered around 
the information available regarding the nature of Christian values-based education as well as 
if we should accept funds from a non-WELS organization.  Questions were also answered 

http://www.gnpcb.org/
http://www.gnpcb.org/


regarding the details of the proposed usage by Roots and suggestions provided by the 
congregation to church leadership.  At the conclusion of the meeting, the Voters in attendance 
voted unanimously to proceed with negotiating a lease with Roots.  Our leadership informed 
Roots of our decision, and they have published our school address as the intended location of 
their school beginning this fall.  We are looking for men and women to help us in working with 
Roots on a go-forward basis by joining what we are calling the Leasing Committee.  If you are 
interested, please contact Pastor Schaefer, Howard Alaniva, Scott Beckerman, or Dick 
Cording.  
 
Voters’ Assembly:  May 22, Election and Budget Meeting.  Please consider standing for 
election for a church office.  Much help is required to do the work of our congregation, please 
speak to Pastor Schaefer or Jim Cutler (chairman of the nominating committee). 
Item added to agenda by Church Council (Director Language, see below) 
In order to meet requirements of the State of Michigan and the Michigan District Constitution 
Committee, the Saint Peters Bylaws must be modified to add specification of Directors. Article 
IV, Section 2 - Officers is modified as follows:  
 
Original Text: The President of the congregation shall be the Moderator of the Church 
Council.  The Vice President of the congregation shall act as Moderator in the absence of the 
President.  The Secretary of the congregation shall act as Secretary of the Church Council.  
 
Modified Text: The President of the congregation shall be the Moderator of the Church 
Council.  The Vice President of the congregation shall act as Moderator in the absence of the 
President.  The Secretary of the congregation shall act as Secretary of the Church Council. 
These three shall act as Directors of the congregation in accordance with Michigan Public Act 
162 of 1982. 
 
Spring Work Bee:  The annual Spring Work Bee is approaching!  This year’s Bee is planned 
for May 12, with a rain date of May 19.  Please join us to help spruce up our properties.  Bring 
yard tools to use (remember to mark them with your name) and don’t forget your gloves.  The 
majority of the work will be outside clean-up. 

Huron Valley Lutheran High School singers will be providing the music for our worship 
service on May 20. We will be serving a light breakfast for them that morning. We are asking 
for donations of bagels, donuts, muffins, etc. for 50-60 people.  Anyone willing to help should 
contact Diane Wendland at dprswendland@comcast.net. 

SUNDAY NIGHT BIBLE SERIES Jesus is one of the most written about and debated figures 
in the world.  We have an eight-part series, entitled JESUS—Legend or Lord?, in which we 
will view a DVD segment followed by questions & answers and discussion.  Along the 
journey, we look back to the world that Jesus himself saw as he moved toward the cross.   
Hosted by Good Shepherd (41415 W. 9 Mile Road) in Novi, the next session will be today, 
Sunday, May 6.  The focus will be regarding the infancy narratives of Jesus. 
Each monthly Bible session begins at 6:00 PM.  These are intended to be interactive 
discussions as well as informational.  Desserts and snacks will be served.  All are welcome.  
 
 
 

mailto:dprswendland@comcast.net
https://maps.google.com/?q=41415+W.+9+Mile+Road&entry=gmail&source=g


UPCOMING EVENT DATES AND INFORMATION 
x Thursday May 10, Festival of the Ascension Divine Service  7:00 PM 
x Saturday May 12, Spring Work Bee (see above) 9:00 AM 
x Monday May 21, Plymouth Interaction Committee 7:00 PM 
x Tuesday May 22, Voters’ Assembly-Budget and Elections      7:00 PM 

Pastor Schaefer will be on vacation May 12-19.  If you have a pastoral emergency please 
contact Rev. Tom Schroeder, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Novi, 248-719-5218. 

PASTORAL CARE & MERCY – Please remember with prayers, cards and visits those whose needs 
have been reported. 

The Pastoral Staff 
Church Office: 734-453-3393 
www.splp.org 
stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com 
Pastor: Rev. Paul Schaefer 

Pastor’s Cellphone: 734-658-5735
Pastor’s email:
Peschaef5@gmail.com 
Music Director: Jan Jacobi 
Church Secretary:  
Carol Schwartz 

St. Peter’s Preschool
Rebecca Lohrmann, Director 

Michigan Lutheran Seminary 
(Saginaw) 989-793-1041 

Huron Valley Lutheran High 
School (Westland) 734-525-0160 

Congregation Chairman: 
   Scott Beckerman 
Vice Chairman: Bruce Winkler 
Secretary: open 
Treasurer: Seth Anderson 
Financial Secretary: Steve Jacobi, 
   Curtis Krallman 
Board Chairmen: 
   Elders: Jim Cutler 
   Trustees: Howard Alaniva 
    Stewardship/Education: 
   Richard Cording 

http://www.splp.org/
mailto:stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com

