St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
1343 Penniman Avenue
Plymouth, MI 48170
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
Founded 1856

Sunday, June 24, 2018
The Festival of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist

Service Notes:
- The following psalms in the front of the hymnal (page 64f) will aid you in
your meditation before receiving the Lord’s Supper: Psalms 34, 42-43, 51,
84, 116, 150. Prayers for preparation for worship are on pages 10 and 11 in
the hymnal. A form for preparation for Communion is on page 156.
- Please sign the friendship registry in the pews before the service or during
the offering. If you have a prayer request or would like Pastor Schaefer to
visit or call you, please note your request.
Holy Communion will be celebrated today. Our guests are kindly asked to
note that it is our practice to first become a member of our communion
fellowship before communing with us. Please speak to our pastor about
becoming a member of our communion fellowship.

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
(Hymnal page 26)

OPENING HYMN: #275 “Blest Be the God of Israel”
STAND

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him
with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by
nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my

thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all
your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us
from your love and for the courage to stand firm against
the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O
Christ.

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and
for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by
your power and keep us in your tender care:

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name
is worthy of praise.

O LORD, OUR LORD

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you gave your servant John the Baptist to be
the forerunner of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant us grace to
repent of our sins, to boldly rebuke vice, and to patiently
suffer for the truth’s sake; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40:1-5
40 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins.
3
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 85

You showed favor to your land, O LORD;*
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people*
and covered all their sins.
Show us your unfailing love, O LORD,*
and grant us your salvation. Refrain
I will listen to what God the LORD will say;*
he promises peace to his people, his saints.
Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,*
that his glory may dwell in our land.
Love and faithfulness meet together;*
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain

SECOND LESSON: Acts 13:16-26
16

So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said:

“Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 17 The God of this
people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during
their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out
of it. 18 And for about forty years he put up with them in the
wilderness. 19 And after destroying seven nations in the land of
Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance. 20 All this took
about 450 years. And after that he gave them judges until Samuel
the prophet. 21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul
the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years.
22
And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their
king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son
of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my will.’ 23 Of this
man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he
promised. 24 Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of
repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And as John was finishing
his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he.
No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I
am not worthy to untie.’
26

“Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you
who fear God, to us has been sent the message of this salvation.

VERSE OF THE DAY (sung by the soloist)
Alleluia! Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths
for him. All mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia! (Luke
3:4, 6)
STAND

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 1:57-80

57

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a
son. 58 And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had
shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 And on the
eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have
called him Zechariah after his father, 60 but his mother answered,
“No; he shall be called John.” 61 And they said to her, “None of your
relatives is called by this name.” 62 And they made signs to his
father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 63 And he asked
for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all
wondered. 64 And immediately his mouth was opened and his
tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65 And fear came on all
their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all
the hill country of Judea, 66 and all who heard them laid them up in
their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of
the Lord was with him.
67

And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and
prophesied, saying,
68

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people
69
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
70
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71
that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
72
to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
73
the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74
that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
75
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
in the forgiveness of their sins,

78

because of the tender mercy of our God,
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of
death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
80

And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the
wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel.

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY: #552 v. 1, 12, 3 - “By All Your Saints
Still Striving”
SERMON
STAND

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son
of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God,

begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the (+)life of the world to come. Amen.
BE SEATED

OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR
THE FESTIVAL OF
THE NATIVITY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
M: Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ,
You once proclaimed salvation. Now grant that we may know this
salvation and serve you in holiness and righteousness all the days
of our life.
You raised up blessed John the Baptist to prepare a holy people for
Christ the Lord: Give to your Church gladness of spirit, and guide
all who believe in you into the way of salvation and peace.
Through your servant John the Baptist you bore witness that Jesus
Christ is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and
that all who believe in him shall inherit eternal life: Enlighten us by
your Holy Spirit that we may at all times find comfort and joy in this
witness, continue steadfast in the true faith, and at last with all
believers attain eternal life.
Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist
was wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the way of your Son our
Savior by preaching repentance: Make us so to follow his teaching
and holy life, that we may truly repent according to his preaching;
and, following his example, constantly speak the truth, boldly
rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth’s sake; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the
confidence that you will hear and with the faith that you will
respond for our welfare.

C: Amen.
© 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission.

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from (+) evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT (Page 33)
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In
love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.
By his saints and witnesses of the past he encourages us to
run with perseverance the race marked out for us and to live
in righteousness and peace.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks
and honor and glory for ever and ever:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
(+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is the new testament
in my (+) blood, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

M: The peace (+) of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)

BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION ANTHEM: “Sing Praise to the God of Israel”
©1992 Steven P. Starke, all rights reserved. OneLicense.net Licenses A-722670 and R-101103

Sing praise to the God of Israel! Sing praise for His visitation!
Redeeming His people from their sin, accomplishing their salvation,
Upraising a mighty horn within the house of His servant David!
God spoke by the prophets long ago, His promise on oath recalling—
To Abraham made in former years: of vanquishing foes appalling,
That those He delivered from their fears might gladly and truly serve Him

You, child, will go on before the Lord as prophet, His way preparing;
To speak on behalf of God Most High, His counsel of truth declaring:
Rich mercy and grace for all whereby iniquity is forgiven.
O bright, rising Sun now shine on us in need of illumination.
Come scatter the shades of sin and death and shatter their domination.
Be guiding our footsteps on the path of peace, in Your presence dawning!

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:
#20 “When All the World Was Cursed”
THANKSGIVING (page 36)
STAND

THANK THE LORD

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips
which have praised you here may glorify you in the world,
that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son
may long for his coming again, and that all who have

received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with
one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

OneLicense.net License A-722670.
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Refrain Tune for Psalm 85: From The Psalmody for the Day, Series C. © 1976 Fortress Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission
of Augsburg Fortress. OneLicense.net License A-722670.

OFFICIANTS:
Preacher and Celebrant: Pastor Paul Schaefer
Communion Assistants: Ron Bude and Scott Beckerman
Organist: Mrs. Jan Jacobi; Soloist: Jim Cutler

THIS WEEK AT ST. PETER’S
Today

- 9:30 AM Divine Service
-10:45 AM Lemonade on the Lawn
- 11:00 AM Adult Bible Class and Sunday School
Monday through Thursday – 9:00 AM Vacation Bible School
Monday - 7:00 PM Divine Service
Tuesday – 7:00 PM Board of Elders Meeting
Wednesday – NO Bible Class (Resumes July 11)
Sunday - 9:30 AM Divine Service (Installation of officers)
-10:45 AM Lemonade on the Lawn
- 11:00 AM Adult Bible Class and Sunday School
Monday - 7:00 PM Divine Service
Serving next week: Altar Guild – Barb Helmke
Ushering – Team 4
Officers and Board Members will be installed into their offices
during the Divine Service, July 1.
Sunday Bible Class will continue during the summer this
year. After a time of fellowship at Lemonade on the Lawn, Bible
Class will start around 11:00 AM and run for about 40
minutes. Each Sunday will be a separate unit, so if you are gone
for a given week you will not be lost. Join us whenever you can!
Light Grounds Maintenance--we have been blessed with a large
property, but with that blessing comes maintenance issues. We do
not have full-time employees committed to these tasks. We
depend on volunteers. Your help is needed for many tasks! A
pressing need right now maintaining our landscape beds. Any time
you can contribute to light weeding, trimming, and pruning will be
greatly appreciated!

PASTORAL CARE & MERCY – Please remember with prayers, cards and visits those whose needs
have been reported.

The Pastoral Staff
Church Office: 734-453-3393
www.splp.org
stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com
Pastor: Rev. Paul Schaefer
Pastor’s Cellphone: 734-658-5735
Pastor’s email:

Peschaef5@gmail.com
Music Director: Jan Jacobi
Church Secretary:
Carol Schwartz

St. Peter’s Preschool
Rebecca Lohrmann, Director
Michigan Lutheran Seminary
(Saginaw) 989-793-1041
Huron Valley Lutheran High
School (Westland) 734-525-0160

Congregation Chairman:
Scott Beckerman
Vice Chairman: Bruce Winkler
Secretary: open
Treasurer: Seth Anderson
Financial Secretary: Steve Jacobi,
Curtis Krallman
Board Chairmen:
Elders: Jim Cutler
Trustees: Howard Alaniva
Stewardship/Education:
Richard Cording

