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Service Notes: 
- The following psalms in the front of the hymnal (page 64f) will aid 
you in your meditation before receiving the Lord’s Supper:  Psalms 
34, 42-43, 51, 84, 116, 150.  Prayers for preparation for worship are 
on pages 10 and 11 in the hymnal.  A form for preparation for 
Communion is on page 156.  
-  Please sign the friendship registry in the pews before the service 
or during the offering.  If you have a prayer request or would like 
Pastor Schaefer to visit or call you, please note your request. 
Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  Our guests are kindly 
asked to note that it is our practice to first become a member of our 
communion fellowship before communing with us.  Please speak to 
our pastor about becoming a member of our communion fellowship. 
 

THE COMMON SERVICE (page 15) 

 

The Lighting of the Second Advent Wreath Candle 
The choir will sing “Light a Candle in the Night” ©2011 Lorenz Publishing 

Company, all rights reserved. Words and music by Lloyd Larson 

Light a candle in the night.  Prepare the way for the holy light. 

The Prince of Peace with us to dwell 

Child of peace, come in your glory, heaven’s gift, the wondrous 
story. 

Messiah King shall come to earth.  Prepare your heart for His holy 
birth. 

 

OPENING HYMN: #702 “Prepare the Royal Highway” (See 
next page.)   ©1978 Concordia Publishing House, and 2006 Kermit Moldenhauer, 

all rights reserved.  Printed with permission under One License #722670.   
 

 



 



M: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by 
nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and 
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 



authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only 
Son. By his coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed 
light on our path through the darkness of this world; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
BE SEATED 

 

 

THE WORD 

 
FIRST LESSON: Malachi 3:1-4 



3 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the 
way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of 
hosts. 

2 
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who 

can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire 
and like fullers' soap. 

3 
He will sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness 
to the LORD. 

4 
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 

be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in 
former years. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 24 – 
The choir will sing “Lift Up Your Heads” by Lloyd Larson                                      
©2016 Lorenz Publishing Company, all rights reserved. 

Lift up your heads, you mighty gates; behold, the King of glory 
waits.                                                                                              
The King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here! 
Alleluia! 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart                                                                                                  
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and 
love and joy. 

Redeemer, come, with us abide; our hearts to you we open wide.                                                                                                  
Let us your inner presence feel; your grace and love in us reveal. 

All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won, 
whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore! 

Lift up your heads, you mighty gates; behold the King of glory waits! 



SECOND LESSON: Philippians 1:3-11 
3 
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 

4 
always in 

every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 
5 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day 

until now. 
6 
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good 

work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ. 

7 
It is right for me to feel this way about you all, 

because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with 
me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel. 

8 
For God is my witness, how 

I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
9 
And it is 

my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, 

10 
so that you may approve 

what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day 
of Christ, 

11 
filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY (sung by the choir) 

Alleluia! Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 
All mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia! (Luke 3:4, 6 cf.) 

 
STAND 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation 
sings: 
 

 
 

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 3:1-6 
 



3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being 
tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 
Abilene, 

2 
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 

the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 

3 
And he went into all the region around the 

Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 

4 
As it is written in the book of the words 

of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
5 
Every valley shall be filled, 

    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
    and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 

 

NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 



God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life (+) of the world to come. Amen. 



BE SEATED 

 

GOSPEL RESPONSE: “Prepare the Way Before Him”              
(Public Domain: Joachim von Burck [1541 – 1610]) 

 

Prepare the way before Him; prepare for Him the best.                    
Cast out whatever offendeth this great, this heavenly guest.      
Make straight, make plain the way:                                               
The lowly valleys raising, the heights of pride abasing,                     
His path all even lay. 
 

Ye sons of men, oh, hearken: your heart and mind prepare              
To hail the almighty Savior, O sinners, be your care.                          
He who of grace alone our Life and Light was given,                    
The promised Lord from heaven, unto our world is shown. 

 

Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; turn not from me aside,                     
And grant that I receive Thee this blessed Advent tide.                 
From stall and manger low come Thou to dwell within me;                       
Loud praises will I sing Thee and forth Thy glory show. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: #16 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist 
Cry” 
 

SERMON 



STAND  

PSALM 51 RESPONSE (page 20) 

 
BE SEATED 

 

OFFERING 

 
STAND 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                                                                        

FOR THE SEASON OF ADVENT (Page 123) 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated 

and affirmed your promise to send the offspring of the 

woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your 

prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your 

people to the advent of their Savior. 



C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise 

and sending your Son to destroy the works of the 

devil. 

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use 

your mighty Word to shatter our pride and to rouse us from 

spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good 

news be our joy and strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, 

encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In 

these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of 

deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the 

music of your grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the 

skies, where we will see your Son coming again, not as a 

lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, 

and in your glory. 



C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 
© 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from (+) evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT (Page 21) 

PREFACE 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 



 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in 
all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way 
John the Baptist prepared when he called people to 
repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints 
on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 
join their glorious song: 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
(+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is the new testament 
in my (+) blood, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  

 

M: The peace (+) of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 



BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION AND DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  

#11 “Comfort, Comfort, All My People”  

 

THANKSGIVING (page 24) 
STAND 

 SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc dimittis) 

 
 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving 
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We 
thank you that through him you have given us pardon and 



peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy 
Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
The Common Service ©1993 Northwestern Publishing House, all rights reserved.  OneLicense.net License A-722670. 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. 

 

OFFICIANTS: 

Preacher and Celebrant: Pastor Paul Schaefer 

Communion Assistants: Ron Bude and Bruce Winkler 

Organist: Mrs. Jan Jacobi; Choir: Senior Choir 

Oboe: Yvonne Alaniva 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gnpcb.org/
http://www.gnpcb.org/


THIS WEEK AT ST. PETER’S 
Today   - 9:30 AM Divine Service 

-11:00 AM Preschool Service and Reception 
-6:00 PM Good Shepherd, Novi Lecture Series 

Monday - 6:00 PM Youth Catechism 
Tuesday - 6:30 PM Worship at the Cross service at Good 

Shepherd, Novi (See below.) 
Wednesday - 8:30 AM Bible Class 
Thursday - 6:30 PM Handbell Choir rehearsal 

- 7:00 PM Senior Choir rehearsal  
Sunday   - 9:30 AM Divine Service  

-10:45 AM Sunday School/Refreshments for 
congregation hosted by Roots  

 
Serving next week: Altar Guild – Nancy Winkler 
Ushering: Team 2 
 
Please plan on staying for the preschool outreach 
service and reception today, Sunday, after the Divine 
Service.  It is a good opportunity to welcome new 
families to our church family! 
 
Next Sunday:  Roots Montesorri is hosting a get 
together with refreshments following our service 
(approximately 10:45 AM)  Please join us in the 
gymnasium. 
 
 
 
 
 



WORSHIP AT THE CROSS fliers are available in the narthex.  The 
first worship service is this Tuesday, December 11. 

PASTORAL CARE & MERCY – Please remember with prayers, cards and visits those 
whose needs have been reported. 

The Pastoral Staff 
Church Office: 734-453-3393 
www.splp.org 
stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com 
Pastor: Rev. Paul Schaefer 
  Pastor’s Cellphone: 734-
658-5735
Pastor’s email:
Peschaef5@gmail.com
Music Director: Jan Jacobi
Church Secretary:
Carol Schwartz

St. Peter’s Preschool 
Rebecca Lohrmann, Director 

Michigan Lutheran 
Seminary 
   (Saginaw) 989-793-1041 

Huron Valley Lutheran High 
School  
(Westland) 734-525-0160 

Congregation Chairman: 
   open 
Vice Chairman: Bruce Winkler 
Secretary: Ron Bude 
Treasurer: Steve Jacobi 
Financial Secretary:  
   Seth Anderson 
   Curtis Krallman 
Board Chairmen: 
   Elders: Jim Cutler 
   Trustees: Dave Sylvester 
    Stewardship/Education: 
  Richard Cording 

http://www.splp.org/
mailto:stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com

