
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Founded 1856 

1343  Penniman Avenue 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

April 27, 2025 
The Second Sunday of Easter 



Service Notes: Psalms 34, 42-43, 51, 84, 116, and 150 in the front of the 

hymnal will aid you in your meditation before receiving the Lord’s Supper. 

Prayers for worship preparation are on pages 10 and 11.  A form for 

Communion preparation is on page 156. 

- Guests, please sign the guest registry in the narthex.
- If you have a prayer request or would like Pastor Schaefer to visit or call you,
please talk to him (734-658-5735).
Holy Communion will be celebrated today. Our guests are kindly asked to note
that it is our practice to first become a member of our communion fellowship
before communing with us. Please speak to our pastor about becoming a
member of our communion fellowship.

THE COMMON SERVICE (page 15)  

OPENING HYMN: #162 “He is Arisen! Glorious Word” 
Setting: ©1981 Richard W. Gieseke. Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License 

#A722670.  All rights reserved. 

STAND 



M: In the name of the Father and of (+) the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 

sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 

words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 

do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 

now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 

mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and 

has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their 
fears with your word of peace. Come to us also by your Word 
and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting 
assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON: Acts 5:12,17-32 
12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the 

people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in 

Solomon's Portico. 17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were 

with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 
18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But 

during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and 

brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak 

to the people all the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, 

they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach. 



Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they 

called together the council, and all the senate of the people of Israel, 

and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22 But when the officers 

came, they did not find them in the prison, so they returned and 

reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and the guards 

standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one 

inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests 

heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, 

wondering what this would come to. 25 And someone came and told 

them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the 

temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain with the officers 

went and brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being 

stoned by the people. 
27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. 

And the high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged 

you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with 

your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” 29

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 

than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by 

hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader 

and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy 

Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

PSALM OF THE DAY: #150: Hymn #39 from ‘Praise to the 

Lord the Almighty’ The Lutheran Hymnal, ©1941 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights

reserved. 

1. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!

O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy Health and Salvation!

Join the full throng; Wake, harp, and psalter and song;

Sound forth in glad adoration!



2. Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,

Who, as on wings of an eagle, uplifteth, sustaineth.

Hast thou not seen How thy desires all have been

Granted in what He ordaineth?

3. Praise to the Lord, who hath fearfully, wondrously, made thee;

Health hath vouchsafed and, when heedlessly falling, hath stayed

thee.

What need or grief Ever hath failed of relief?

Wings of His mercy did shade thee.

4. Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee,

Who from the heavens the streams of His mercy doth send thee.

Ponder anew What the Almighty can do,

Who with His love doth befriend thee.

5. Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore Him!

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!

Let the Amen, Sound from His people again;

Gladly for aye we adore Him.

SECOND LESSON: Revelation 1:4-18 
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 

come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 

from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and 

the ruler of kings on earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6

and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be 

glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming 

with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced 

him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. 

Amen. 



8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and 
who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”  

9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the 

kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the 

island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the 

testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I 

heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying,  

“Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to 

Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to 

Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”  

12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on 

turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the 

lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with 

a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white, 

like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet 

were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was 

like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, 

from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like 

the sun shining in full strength.  

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his 

right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and 

the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have 

the keys of Death and Hades.  
 

VERSE OF THE DAY (Cantor) John 20:29b 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.   Alleluia!  
  

STAND  

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation 

sings:  



GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors 

being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said 

to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even 

so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on 

them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the 

sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from 

any, it is withheld.” 
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 

the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of 

the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my 

hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and 

Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; 

and put out your hand, and place it in my side. 

Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 

have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 



The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

BE SEATED 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 

God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 

the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, 

    was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary,  

    and became fully human. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead,  

     and his kingdom will have no end. 

http://www.gnpcb.org/
http://www.gnpcb.org/
http://www.gnpcb.org/


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

in unity with the Father and the Son is  

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead  and 

the life (+) of the world to come. Amen.  

  

HYMN OF THE DAY: #165 “O Sons and Daughters of  

the King” Text: Jean Tisserand (d.1494); Tune: Melchoir Vulpius (1570-1615)  

 



SERMON  
STAND 



PSALM 51 RESPONSE (page 20) 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

Received into communicant membership 

Benjamin Enzo Romain 

Do you this day, in the presence of God and of this 

congregation, confirm the solemn covenant which at your 

Baptism you made with the Triune God? 

I do 

Do you, then, renounce the devil and all his works and all 

his ways? 

I do 



Do you believe in God the Father? 

Yes, I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth. 

Do you believe in God the Son? 

Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the 

dead.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty.  From there he will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life (+)everlasting.  Amen. 

Do you desire to be a communicant member of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation? 

I do. 

Do you hold all the canonical books of the Bible to be the 

inspired and inerrant Word of God, and the doctrine of the 

Evangelical Lutheran, drawn from the Bible, as you have 

learned to know it from Luther’s Small Catechism, to be the 

true and correct one? 



I do. 

Do you also, as a member of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, intend to continue steadfast in the confession of 

this church, and suffer all, even death, rather than fall away 

from it? 

I do so intend, with the help of God. 

Finally, do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to 

the rule of the divine Word, to be diligent in the use of the 

means of grace, and in faith, word, and actions to remain 

true to the Triune God, all your life? 

I do so intend, by the grace of God. 

Blessing of the Confirmand 

Prayer for Confirmand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH - EASTER SEASON 
©1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License 

#A722670.  All rights reserved. 

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you 

fulfilled your promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, from the dead. 

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, 

who laid down his life to rescue the lost. 



C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in 

your glorious triumph.  

M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make 

intercession for the saints, and grant us confidence in the 

greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your 

redeemed people standing before your throne and singing 

the song of victory.  

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom 

and power and honor and glory and praise.  

M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good 

news of hope and new life to those around us. Guide us in 

the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our 

talents, and our treasures.  

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.  

M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and 

strengthen the faith of the suffering and the dying. Assure 

them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the 

hope of eternal life.  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.  

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  

Silent prayer.  

M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your 

salvation. With happy hearts, we come before you and say:  

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 



 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from (+) evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.’

BE SEATED 

Please use this time for personal preparation or meditation before the Lord's 

Supper. A form to assist you is on page 156 in the front part of the hymnal. 

NOTE: Please be prepared to receive the host in your outstretched hand, 

rather than in your mouth. 

STAND

THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 

M: The Lord be with you. 



M: Lift up your hearts. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in 

all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the 

tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a 

tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all 

the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 

bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

(+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is the new testament 

in my (+) blood, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace (+) of the Lord be with you always. 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) ©1993 Northwestern Publishing

House. Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A722670.  All rights reserved. 



 

 

  
 

 

BE SEATED  

DISTRIBUTION  

DISTRIBUTION ANTHEM: Cantor: “I Will Praise Forever” 
Composer/ Lyricist: George F. Handel.  Arranger: Stephen Andrews. ©1996 Triune Music, a division of 

the Lorenz Corporation.  Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License A-722670. All 

rights reserved. 
  

1. I will praise forever, my Lord, ever true and faithful.  Guarding, guiding 

ever, my Lord is always near me; My strength in time of trouble, my help in 

time of need.   
 

2. I will praise forever, my Lord, my God, my friend. He is the joy of morning, 

He is the peace of evening, He is the hope of noon-day.  He is my God 

and friend. 
 

3. v1. I will praise forever, my Lord, my God, my friend. 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN: #403 “I Know My Faith is Founded” Text:

Erdmann Neumeister (1671-1756) 

THANKSGIVING (page 24) 



STAND 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis) 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving 

kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank 

you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in 

this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but 

will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 



     The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

OFFICIANTS: 

Preacher and Celebrant: Pastor Paul Schaefer 

Communion Assistant: Mark Castellese; Musician: Julie Webber

THIS WEEK AT ST. PETER’S 

 Today - 9:30 AM Divine Service

-10:45 AM Confirmation Reception

-10:45 AM Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
-10:45 AM Ladies Guild Mite Boxes Due

Tuesday - 7:00 PM Elders Meeting
Wednesday - 9:30 AM Online Bible Class
Thursday - 7:00 PM Senior Choir
Sunday    - 9:30 AM Divine Service

- 10:45 AM Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
-12:00 – 2:00 PM ‘Baby Shower’ in gymnasium

Serving May 4: Altar Guild: Lois Bude; Ushers: #3 

ALTAR FLOWERS are donated by Thea Bude in memory of Michael 
Hosch’s on his 42nd birthday. 

DIVINE CALL MEETING—MAY 11, following the Divine Service, 

to extend a call for an Associate Pastor at St. Peter’s 

Save the Date – Our Service of Love this year will be May 4th from 

noon until 2pm in the gym.  We will be having a “Baby Shower” to 

support the Pregnancy Care Center. A light lunch will be served. The 

Pregnancy Care Center can use new or gently used clothes 

(newborn-4T) and toys. They can also use baby lotion, shampoo, 

baby wash, formula, wipes and diapers. All are invited! Please sign 

up in the Narthex. 



PASTORAL CARE & MERCY – Please remember with prayers, cards and 
visits those whose needs have been reported. 

Church Office: 734-453-3393 

https://saintpeterplymouth.org 
stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Paul Schaefer 

  Cellphone: 734-658-5735 

  Email:  Peschaef5@gmail.com 

Music Director: Julie Webber 

Church Secretary: Tracy Pitt 

St. Peter’s Preschool 

https://saintpeterpreschool.org 

stpeterspreschool@hotmail.com 

Director: Rebecca Lohrmann 

Michigan Lutheran Seminary (MLS) 

(Saginaw) 989-793-1041 

Hope Christian Academy 

(Westland) 734-525-0160 

President:   Bruce Winkler 
Vice President: Richard Cording 

Council Secretary: Jim Cutler 

Treasurer: Seth Anderson 
Financial Secretaries:  
   Steve Jacobi and Van Varner 
Board Chairmen:  
   Elders – Ron Bude 

   Stewardship/Education - 
        Scott Beckerman 

   Trustees – Dave Sylvester 

https://saintpeterplymouth.org/
mailto:stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com
https://saintpeterpreschool.org/
mailto:stpeterspreschool@hotmail.com
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