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EVENING PRAYER (VESPERS) (page 52) 

OPENING HYMN: #306 “Before You, the Judge of All” Music:  

Richard W. Gieseke © 1981 Northwestern Publishing house.  Reprinted and podcast with permission 

under One License #A722670.  All rights reserved. 

 



 

STAND 

“O Lord, open my lips” from ‘Evening Prayer’, Christian Worship, 1993 Northwestern Publishing 

House.  Tune: Kurt J. Eggert; Setting:  Kermit G. Moldenhauer ©1993 Northwestern Publishing 

House. Both reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A722670.  All rights 

reserved. 

M: O Lord, open my lips. 

 

M: Hasten to save me, O God. 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

BE SEATED 

“Service of Light” Text, Music: ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Augsburg Fortress.  “Let My Prayer 

Rise Before You” Text, Music: ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Augsburg Fortress.  Both reprinted 

and podcast with permission under One License #A722670.  All rights reserved. 

 

LET MY PRAYER RISE BEFORE YOU (Psalm 141) 

 



 

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and 

help us in time of need that we may sing your praise in 

holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Psalm 119a (p. 109 in front of hymnal) 



Blessed are they whose ways are blameless,* 

who walk according to the law of the LORD. 
 

Blessed are they who keep his statutes* 

and seek him with all their heart. 
 

You have laid down precepts* 

that are to be fully obeyed.  Refrain 
 

Oh, that my ways were steadfast* 

in obeying your decrees! 
 

Then I would not be put to shame* 

when I consider all your commands. 
 

I will praise you with an upright heart* 

as I learn your righteous laws. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.  Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Joyce Schubkegal. © 1993 Joyce Schubkegal (admin. Northwestern Publishing 

House). Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A722670.  All rights reserved.  

 

 Silence for meditation. 



 

Psalm Prayer: Lord, your Word is my delight. When I was 
lost in the darkness of sin, you penetrated my heart with the 
light of your Word. Let it enlighten my path each day that I 
may serve you in holiness. Let your Word shine through all I 
say and do that others may see you and praise your saving 
name. In Jesus’ name I pray.  

C: Amen.  

The Passion History of Our Lord: St. Mark 14:27-42 

27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is 
written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be 
scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you to 
Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I 
will not.” And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very 
night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three 
times.” But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will 
not deny you.” And they all said the same. 

And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to 
his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” And he took with 
him Peter and James and John and began to be greatly 
distressed and troubled. And he said to them, “My soul is 
very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” And 
going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if 
it were possible, the hour might pass from him. And he 
said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. 
Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you 
will.” And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to 
Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one 



hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” And again he went away and prayed, saying the 
same words. And again he came and found them sleeping, 
for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what 
to answer him. And he came the third time and said to 
them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is 
enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer 
is at hand.” 

Seasonal Response: All we like sheep have gone astray, 
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. By his 
wounds we are healed. 

CHIEF HYMN: #359 “Jesus, My Great High Priest” Public Domain 

 

 

 



 

 

SERMON: “God on Trial:  Restraint” 



Text: Matthew 26:57-75 

57 Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the 
high priest, where the scribes and the elders had 
gathered. And Peter was following him at a distance, as far 
as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat 
with the guards to see the end.  Now the chief priests and 
the whole council were seeking false testimony against 
Jesus that they might put him to death, but they found 
none, though many false witnesses came forward. At 
last two came forward and said, “This man said, ‘I am able 
to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three 
days.’” And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no 
answer to make? What is it that these men testify against 
you?” But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to 
him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the 
Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said 
so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of 
Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the 
clouds of heaven.”  Then the high priest tore his robes and 
said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do 
we need? You have now heard his blasphemy.  What is your 
judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.”  Then they 
spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped 
him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck 
you?” 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a 
servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with 
Jesus the Galilean.”  But he denied it before them all, saying, 
“I do not know what you mean.”  And when he went out to 
the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to 



the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” And 
again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the 
man.” After a little while the bystanders came up and said to 
Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent 
betrays you.” Then he began to invoke a curse on himself 
and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the 
rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the saying of 
Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three 
times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

STAND 

SONG OF MARY (Magnificat) 

Tune:  Kurt Eggert and Kermit Moldenhauer  ©1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  Both reprinted 

and podcast with permission under One License #A722670.  All rights reserved. 

 



 

 



 

 



LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O 

Lord:  

 

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of 

your church in all the world, and for the strengthening of 

all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that 

come with every stage of life, and for joy in doing your 

will, we pray, O Lord: 

 

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring 

protection, justice, learning, and health to this and every 

place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing 

and food, for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for 



deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to 

you, O Lord: 

 

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have 

shared with us your good news, whose souls are now at 

rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O 

Lord: 

 

C: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we 

now commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and 

strength, O Lord. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from (+) evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



PRAYER FOR PEACE 

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works come from you. Give to us, your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may 

be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from 

the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and 

quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.                                                               

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)  

Tune: Kurt Eggert; Setting: Kermit Moldenhauer  ©1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  Both 

reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A722670.  All rights reserved. 

 

 



 

BLESSING 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: #592 “All Praise to Thee, My God, This 

Night” (See last page.) Public Domain 

Officiant: Pastor Tom Schroeder 
Organist: Webber 

 

The Lutheran Study Bible, English Standard Version, © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. 



 


