
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Founded 1856 

1343  Penniman Avenue 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

Sunday, September 10, 2023 
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 



Service Notes: 
- The following psalms in the front of the hymnal (page 64f) will aid you in your meditation
before receiving the Lord’s Supper:  Psalms 34, 42-43, 51, 84, 116, 150.  Prayers for
preparation for worship are on pages 10 and 11 in the hymnal.  A form for preparation
for Communion is on page 156.
- Guests, please sign the guest registry in the narthex.

- If you have a prayer request or would like Pastor Schaefer to visit or call you, please
talk to him (734-658-5735).
Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  Our guests are kindly asked to note that it
is our practice to first become a member of our communion fellowship before communing
with us.  Please speak to our pastor about becoming a member of our communion
fellowship.

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 

OPENING HYMN: #453 “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke” 
Text:Johann Scheffler (1624-1677) 



STAND 



M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with 
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our 
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do 
what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy 
on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your 
gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 



M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from 
your love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults 
of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for 
those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, 
O Lord. 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your 
power and keep us in your tender care: 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy 
of praise.  





PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with 
your never-failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and 
harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 15:15-21 

15 O LORD, you know; 
    remember me and visit me, 
    and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 
In your forbearance take me not away; 
    know that for your sake I bear reproach. 
16 Your words were found, and I ate them, 
    and your words became to me a joy 
    and the delight of my heart, 



for I am called by your name, 
    O LORD, God of hosts. 
17 I did not sit in the company of revelers, 
    nor did I rejoice; 
I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 
    for you had filled me with indignation. 
18 Why is my pain unceasing, 
    my wound incurable, 
    refusing to be healed? 
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, 
    like waters that fail? 

19 Therefore thus says the LORD: 
“If you return, I will restore you, 
    and you shall stand before me. 
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 
    you shall be as my mouth. 
They shall turn to you, 
    but you shall not turn to them. 
20 And I will make you to this people 
    a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you, 
    but they shall not prevail over you, 
for I am with you 
    to save you and deliver you, 
declares the LORD. 
21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 
    and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 121 The choir will sing 
“Up to the Hills I Lift My Eyes.” Contributors: Normand Gouin © 2016, Birnamwood

Publications. Reprinted, recorded, and podcast with permission under One Licenses #A-722670 and R-101103. All 

rights reserved. 



Up to the hills I lift my eyes, from where shall come my strength, my 
help? My hope rests in the Lord, my God, the Maker of the earth 
and skies. 

God guides our steps and guards our way. He never slumbers, 
never sleeps. His love and grace fill all our days, the guard and 
hope of Israel. 

No sun shall cause you harm by day, nor moonbeam in the dark of 
night. The Lord will ever keep you safe till you ascend to heaven’s 
height. 

The Lord will guard your soul from death; from every foe he sets 
you free. The Lord will guide your every step from now until 
eternity. 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 12:1-8 

12 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what 
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you 
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but 
to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure 
of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have 
many members, and the members do not all have the same 
function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if 
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our 



serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who 
exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in 
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does 
acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

VERSE OF THE DAY (sung by the choir) 

Alleluia. If anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. Alleluia.   
(Mark 8:34b) 

STAND 

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 16:21-26 

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he 
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 
day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall 
never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you 
are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 
things of man.” 

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will 
it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 
soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?  



BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY: #465 “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken” 
Text: Henry F, Lyte (1793-1847) 





SERMON 

STAND 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 



who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the (+) life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR 
THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 
and for all people according to their needs. 

M: Almighty Avenger, teach Your faithful ones to trust so 
fully in Your fatherly care that they seek not vengeance but 
mercy. Stoke our zeal to bless those who curse us, and so 
heap holy coals upon their heads. Lord, in Your mercy,   
C: hear our prayer. 

M: O Lord, You have made us feast on Your Word to the 
delight of our hearts. Keep us from the worldly company of 
revelers who despise Your Word, and inspire the pastors of 
Your Church to brazenly proclaim what is precious: the 
Gospel of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,   
C: hear our prayer. 



M: Heavenly Father, open wide the hearts of Christians to 
one another, especially within the home and between 
neighbors. Let love be genuine, speech truthful and patience 
constant. Let us commend ourselves in everything as those 
known by God’s love and, therefore, unashamed to serve 
one another. Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

M: Preserve our nation, its leaders and those who serve for 
the good of our people and for their protection. Grant peace 
in our time, O Lord, for You alone fight for us. Lord, in Your 
mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

M: Great Physician, heal and restore your servants. Give 
them Your holy care and strength to bear their crosses, that 
they may endure to see the Son of Man coming in His 
kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

M: O Lord, lead us to repentance and faith, that we might not 
think more highly of ourselves than is right, but that we 
would set our hearts and minds on the things of God. 
Prepare us to receive the blessed gifts of our Lord’s table, by 
which You preserve us holy and blameless in Christ until He 
comes again. Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

M: Rise up, O Lord, and avenge those who are persecuted 
for the name of Your Son, Jesus. In communion with all Your 
saints, grant us endurance to bear our crosses as Christ 
bore His for us. Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

M: All these things and whatever else You know that we 
need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and 



rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God forever. C: Amen. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the 

confidence that you will hear and with the faith that you will 

respond for our welfare. C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from (+) evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

BE SEATED 



Please use this time for personal preparation or meditation before 
the Lord’s Supper. A form to assist you is on page 156 in the front 
part of the hymnal. 

NOTE: Please be prepared to receive the host in your outstretched 
hand, rather than in your mouth. 

STAND

THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 
love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. 

He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children 
and to strengthen us when we are weak. 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him 
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks 
and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is the new testament in my (+) 
blood, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace (+) of the Lord be with you always. 

BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION 



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 

#477 “What is the World to Me” Text: Georg M. Pfefferkorn (1645-1732) Setting © 1981
Richard W. Gieseke. Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A-722670. All rights reserved.

#470 “Praise to You and Adoration” Text: Thomas H. Kingo (1634-1703)



THANKSGIVING 

STAND 



M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips 
which have praised you here may glorify you in the world, 
that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 
may long for his coming again, and that all who have 
received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with 
one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 



Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A-722670. 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

OFFICIANTS: 

Preacher and Celebrant: Pastor Paul Schaefer 

Communion Assistant: Mark Castellese 

Organist: Mrs. Jan Jacobi; Choir: Senior Choir 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PETER’S 

Today  - 9:30 AM Divine Service and Lemonade on the Lawn 
Wednesday – NO Online Bible Class 
Thursday – 7:00 Senior Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday  - 9:30 AM Divine Service and Lemonade on the Lawn 

Serving next week: Altar Guild – Barb Helmke 
Ushering – Team 4 

Altar Flowers are donated to the glory of God. 

Mite Boxes are due on Sunday, Sunday Sept 24.  Please 
deposit them in the large Mite Box in the narthex. If you 
choose to write a check, please make it out to St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Ladies Guild. The LWMS Fall Rally is Saturday, 
October 10 at Trinity, Saline. The speaker is Rev. Allen 
Kirschbaum talking on mission work in Caledonia, MI. 
Registration begins at 8:30. Save the date! 

http://www.gnpcb.org/


The 2023 Church picnic will be on Sunday, September 
24th from 11 AM to 2 PM (after church) at St. Peter’s. The 
Board of Stewardship and Education will 
provide hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks. A Sign-up Genius 
will be sent out for salads and desserts. Please plan on 
joining us for this event! 

PASTORAL CARE & MERCY – Please remember with prayers, 
cards, and visits those whose needs have been reported.  

The Pastoral Staff 

Church Office: 734-453-3393 

www.splp.org 

stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Paul Schaefer 

  Pastor’s Cellphone:   

734-658-5735

Pastor’s email:

Peschaef5@gmail.com

Music Director: Jan Jacobi

Church Secretary: Tracy Pitt

St. Peter’s Preschool 

Rebecca Lohrmann, Director 

Michigan Lutheran Seminary 

(MLS) 

(Saginaw) 989-793-1041 

Hope Christian Academy 

(Westland) 734-525-0160 

(formerly Huron Valley Lutheran 

High School) 

Congregation President:   Bruce 

Winkler 

Vice President: Richard Cording 

Council Secretary: Jim Cutler 

Treasurer: Seth Anderson 

Financial Secretaries:  

   Steve Jacobi 

   Van Varner 

Board Chairmen: 

   Elders – Ron Bude 

   Stewardship/Education - 

       Ernie Honke 

   Trustees – Nils Peterson 

http://www.splp.org/
mailto:stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com


International Student - Host Family Needed 

International Student Hosting Opportunity 

HCA has recently received applications from two students from Spain who 

would like to attend Hope Christian Academy this school year, but are in need 

of a host family.  If you or someone you know might be interested in housing 

these student, please contact the school office.  We will need to know very 

soon (the next day or so), so if you are interested, please contact us right away. 

HCA's International Program is a fantastic opportunity to share what we have to 

offer with students from around the globe.  Host families are asked to provide 

meals, transportation to/from school and a 

room/bed.  The international student's natural family provides for all other 

needs (spending money, clothes, entertainment, etc.)  The host family 

would receives a stipend or a tuition credit for hosting. 

The two students are both male. One will be in 11th grade, and the other will be 

in 12th grade. If you are interested in hosting, we can share bios, videos of the 

students, and other information about the program. If you would like more 

information, please contact Principal Matt Foley at 920-224-5976 or at 

mfoley@hopehawks.org; or contact the  HCA international student coordinator 

Debbie Purdue at 734-377-5010 or at dpurdue@hopehawks.org. 

mailto:mfoley@hopehawks.org
mailto:dpurdue@hopehawks.org



