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Sunday, July 23, 2023 
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Service Notes: 
- The following psalms in the front of the hymnal (page 64f) will aid you in your meditation
before receiving the Lord’s Supper:  Psalms 34, 42-43, 51, 84, 116, 150.  Prayers for
preparation for worship are on pages 10 and 11 in the hymnal.  A form for preparation
for Communion is on page 156.

- Guests, please sign the guest registry in the narthex.
- If you have a prayer request or would like Pastor Schaefer to visit or call you, please
talk to him (734-658-5735).

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  Our guests are kindly asked to note that it 
is our practice to first become a member of our communion fellowship before communing 
with us.  Please speak to our pastor about becoming a member of our communion 
fellowship. 

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 

OPENING HYMN: #544 “Preach You the Word” 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann (1907-1976) ©1971 Mrs. Martin H. Franzmann. Reprinted and podcast with permission under 

One License #A-722670. All rights reserved. 



STAND 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 



CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him 
with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us 
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by 
nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and 
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all 
your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 



M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us 
from your love and for the courage to stand firm against 
the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 
Christ. 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and 
for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear 
our prayer, O Lord. 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by 
your power and keep us in your tender care: 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name 
is worthy of praise.     





PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of 
your Word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy 
and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 55:10-11 

10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
    and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 



PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 65 

Praise awaits you, O God,* 

you call forth songs of joy. 

You care for the land and water it;* 

you soften it with showers and bless its crops. 

The streams of God are filled with water* 

to provide the people with grain. Refrain 

You crown the year with your bounty,* 

and your carts overflow with abundance. 

The grasslands of the desert overflow;* 

the hills are clothed with gladness. 

The meadows are covered with flocks 

and the valleys are mantled with grain;* 

they shout for joy and sing. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain 



Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A-722670. All rights reserved. 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:18-25 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to 
us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole 
creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth 
until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is 
seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if 
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

VERSE OF THE DAY (sung by the soloist) 

Alleluia! My Word will not return to me empty, but will 
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which 
I sent it. Alleluia! (Isaiah 55:11b) 
STAND 

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23 

13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat 
beside the sea.2 And great crowds gathered about him, so 



that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd 
stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in 
parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came 
and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and immediately they 
sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when the 
sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no 
root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell 
on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.” 
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone 
hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand 
it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been 
sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the 
path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the 
one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, 
and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the 
word, immediately he falls away. 22 As for what was sown 
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the 
word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one 
case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 



BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY: #574 “May God Bestow on Us His 
Grace” Text: Martin Luther (1483-1546)





SERMON 

STAND 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 



the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the (+) life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR 
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 
and for all people according to their needs. 

M: Father of mercy, our sins have merited thorns and briars 
and yield only trouble and strife. Forgive our transgressions 
and discipline us against temptation, that we may rejoice in 
Your name and the promise of everlasting life. Lord, in Your 
mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

M: Almighty God, You send forth Your Word as abundantly 
as rains upon the earth. Grant that we would never take 
Your generosity for granted, but would seek the help and 
refreshment of Your Word in every circumstance. Lord, in 
Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 



M: Lord of life, continue to sow Your Word through the fields 
of the earth. Bless pastors and missionaries as they proclaim 
Your truth. Prepare the hearts of all who hear to believe and 
yield abundant fruit. Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our 
prayer. 

M: Heavenly Father, bless parents with faithfulness as they 
plant Your Word into their children, that they may grow 
steadfast among the cares and troubles of this world. Lord, 
in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

M: Creator of heaven and earth, by Your Word You send 
forth rain and snow to make the world bring forth and sprout. 
Give seed to the sower and bread to the eater. Provide us 
seasonable weather and bountiful harvest, that we may 
enjoy daily bread and praise Your name. Lord, in Your 
mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

C: Lord God, look with mercy upon those who suffer from 
illness of body or mind. Give them healing. Comfort them 
with Your presence. Grant them patience to endure 
suffering, and assure them at all times that they are Your 
dear children and that the glory of Christ awaits them. Lord, 
in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

C: God of all grace, You have made us Your holy children 
and freed us from bondage to the flesh. Sustain us in 
repentance and faith, that we may receive Christ’s body and 
blood for life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our 
prayer. 



M: Almighty God, Your Spirit calls us by the Gospel to the 
new life of faith. We praise You and acknowledge You as our 
Lord. Deliver us from the devil’s temptations, that we may 
live under You and serve You in righteousness, innocence 
and blessedness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. C: Amen. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the 

confidence that you will hear and with the faith that you will 

respond for our welfare. 

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from (+) evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 



and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

© 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission 

BE SEATED 

Please use this time for personal preparation or meditation before 
the Lord’s Supper. A form to assist you is on page 156 in the front 
part of the hymnal. 

NOTE: Please be prepared to receive the host in your outstretched 
hand, rather than in your mouth. 

STAND 

THE SACRAMENT (Page 33) 

M: The Lord be with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 
love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. 

He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children 
and to strengthen us when we are weak. 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him 
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks 
and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
(+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is the new testament 
in my (+) blood, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace (+) of the Lord be with you always. 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

BE SEATED 



DISTRIBUTION  

DISTRIBUTION ANTHEM:  

“When Seed Falls on Good Soil” 
©1976 Augsburg Fortress Publishers, all rights reserved.  Text: Norman P. Olsen; Tune: Frederick F. Jackson.  Reprinted, 
podcast and recorded with permission under One Licenses #A-722670 and R-101103. 

When seed falls on good soil, it’s born through quiet toil. 
Where soil receives, the earth conceives the blade, the stem, the 
fruit, the leaves. 
Good soil, O mother earth, the womb where seed takes birth. 

God’s Word in Christ is seed, good soil its urgent need, 
And it would work in humankind the fertile soil in heart and mind. 
Good soil, a human field, a hundred-fold to yield. 

Lord, plow the trodden way, and clear the stone away. 
Tear out the weed and sow the seed.  Prepare our hearts your 
Word to heed 
That we good soil may be.  Begin, O Lord, with me! 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  

#279 “O Word of God Incarnate” Text: William W. How (1823-1897)

#324 “Almighty God, Your Word is Cast” Text: John Cawood (1775-1852)





THANKSGIVING (page 36) 
STAND 

THANK THE LORD 



M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips 
which have praised you here may glorify you in the world, 
that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 
may long for his coming again, and that all who have 
received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with 
one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 



OneLicense.net License A-722670. 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

OFFICIANTS: 

Preacher and Celebrant: Pastor Paul Schaefer 

Communion Assistant: Ron Bude 

Organist: Jan Jacobi; Soloist: Scott Beckerman 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PETER’S 

Today         - 9:30 AM Divine Service 
Monday      - 7:00 PM Divine Service 
Tuesday     - 7:00 PM Elders Meeting 
Wednesday – 9:30 AM Online Bible Class 
Sunday      - 9:30 AM Divine Service  
 Monday     - 7:00 PM Divine Service 

Serving next week: Altar Guild – Chris Ward; Ushering – Team 1 

Flowers are donated to the glory of God. 

http://www.gnpcb.org/


PASTORAL CARE & MERCY – Please remember with prayers, cards, and 
visits those whose needs have been reported.  

The Pastoral Staff 

Church Office: 734-453-3393 

www.splp.org 

stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Paul Schaefer 

  Pastor’s Cellphone:   

734-658-5735

Pastor’s email:

Peschaef5@gmail.com

Music Director: Jan Jacobi

Church Secretary: Tracy Pitt

St. Peter’s Preschool 

Rebecca Lohrmann, Director 

Michigan Lutheran Seminary 

(MLS) 

(Saginaw) 989-793-1041 

Hope Christian Academy 

(Westland) 734-525-0160 

(formerly Huron Valley Lutheran 

High School) 

Congregation President:   Bruce 

Winkler 

Vice President: Richard Cording 

Council Secretary: Jim Cutler 

Treasurer: Seth Anderson 

Financial Secretaries:  

   Steve Jacobi 

   Van Varner 

Board Chairmen: 

   Elders – Ron Bude 

   Stewardship/Education - 

       Ernie Honke 

   Trustees – Nils Peterson 

http://www.splp.org/
mailto:stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com



