
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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1343  Penniman Avenue 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

Sunday, April 30, 2023 
Fourth Sunday of Easter  
Good Shepherd Sunday  



Service Notes: 
- The following psalms in the front of the hymnal (page 64f) will aid you in your meditation before 
receiving the Lord’s Supper:  Psalms 34, 42-43, 51, 84, 116, 150.  Prayers for preparation for worship 
are on pages 10 and 11 in the hymnal.  A form for preparation for Communion is on page 156.  
 
- Guests, please sign the guest registry in the narthex. 
- If you have a prayer request or would like Pastor Schaefer to visit or call you, please talk to him (734-
658-5735). 
 
Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  Our guests are kindly asked to note that it is our practice 
to first become a member of our communion fellowship before communing with us.  Please speak to 
our pastor about becoming a member of our communion fellowship. 

 

THE COMMON SERVICE (page 15) 

OPENING HYMN: #354 “Lamb of God, We Fall Before You” 
Text: Joseph Hart (1712-1768) 

 

 

PLEASE STAND 



M: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by 
nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

 

 

 



M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and 
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

M: Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down 
your life for the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-
giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house forevermore; 
for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever 

BE SEATED 



THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON: Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60 
6 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, 
a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because 
their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the 
twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is 
not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve 
tables.3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of 
good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint 
to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole 
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, 
and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they 
set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on 
them. 

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the 
priests became obedient to the faith. 8 And Stephen, full of grace 
and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the 
people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of 
the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the 
Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and 
disputed with Stephen. 

2 And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear me. 51 “You stiff-
necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist 
the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the 



prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who 
announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom 
you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the 
law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and 
they ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, 
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears 
and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city 
and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning 
Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling 
to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 

PSALM 23: The congregation will sing HYMN #766 “The Lord’s My 
Shepherd.” Contributors: James L. MacBeth Bain; Tune: © 1925, Oxford University Press. Reprinted and 

podcast with permission under One License #A-722670. All rights reserved. 



 
 



SECOND LESSON: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures 
sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you 
sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and 
suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of 
God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow 
in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his 
mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to 
him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 
wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, 
but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY (Sung by the choir) 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am 
the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me. 
Alleluia. (John 10:14) 

 

PLEASE STAND 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation 
sings: 

 
 

GOSPEL LESSON: John 10:1-10 
 
10 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold 
by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a 
robber.2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, 



and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he 
has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep 
follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, 
but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but 
they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the 
door of the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out 
and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, 



was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, 

and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the (+) life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

 

GOSPEL RESPONSE: “The Lord is My Shepherd”  
Contributor: Wallace Dobry; ©1996 MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 



Refrain: The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s 
sake. (Refrain) 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I shall fear no evil; 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. (Refrain) 

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; you 
have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. Surely your 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever. (Refrain) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: #375 “The King of Love My Shepherd 
Is” Text: Henry W. Baker (1821-1877) 

 

 



SERMON 

PLEASE STAND 

PSALM 51 RESPONSE  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR THE EASTER SEASON 

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, 

you fulfilled your promises by the resurrection of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, 

who laid down his life to rescue the lost. 

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in 

your glorious triumph. 



M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make 

intercession for the saints, and grant us confidence in the 

greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your 

redeemed people standing before your throne and singing 

the song of victory. 

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom 

and power and honor and glory and praise. 

M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good 

news of hope and new life to those around us. Guide us in 

the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our 

talents, and our treasures. 

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and 

strengthen the faith of the suffering and the dying. Assure 

them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the 

hope of eternal life. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your 

salvation. With happy hearts, we come before you and say: 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from (+) evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

© 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission 

BE SEATED 

Please use this time for personal preparation or meditation before 
the Lord’s Supper. A form to assist you is on page 156 in the front 
part of the hymnal. 

NOTE: Please be prepared to receive the host in your outstretched 
hand, rather than in your mouth. 

STAND 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT  
 



PREFACE 

M: The Lord be with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you 
especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true 
Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the 
world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, 
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 
holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is the new testament in my (+) 
blood, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

M: The peace (+) of the Lord be with you always. 



 
 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

 
 
BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION  

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: #304 “Jesus Sinners Does Receive” 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister (1671-1756) 



PLEASE STAND 



THANKSGIVING (page 24) 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc dimittis) 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving 
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We 
thank you that through him you have given us pardon and 
peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy 
Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

The Common Service ©1993 Northwestern Publishing House, all rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under 
One License #A-722670.. 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. 

OFFICIANTS: 

Preacher and Celebrant: Pastor Paul Schaefer 

Communion Assistant: Mark Castellese 

Organist: Jan Jacobi; Choir: Senior Choir 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PETER’S 
     Today - 9:30 AM Divine Service

-10:45 AM Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
     Wednesday - 9:30 AM Online Bible Class 
     Thursday - 7:00 PM Senior Choir Practice
     Saturday    - 8:30 AM to noon – Work Bee
     Sunday    - 9:30 AM Divine Service

-10:45 AM Sunday School and Adult Bible Class

Altar Flowers were donated to the glory of God by Lois and Ron Bude in 
memory of Arthur Otte. 
Serving next week: Altar Guild – Diane Wendland; Ushering – Team 4 

http://www.gnpcb.org/
http://www.gnpcb.org/


The Board of Trustees will sponsor a work bee at 8:30 AM until noon on 
May 6, with a rain date of May 20. We hope to spruce up the grounds 
around the church and school. All are welcome for fellowship, and a lunch 
that will be provided by The Board of Stewardship and Education. 

PASTORAL CARE & MERCY – Please remember with prayers, cards and 
visits those whose needs have been reported.  

The Pastoral Staff 

Church Office: 734-453-3393 

www.splp.org 

stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Paul Schaefer 

  Pastor’s Cellphone:   

734-658-5735

Pastor’s email:

Peschaef5@gmail.com

Music Director: Jan Jacobi

Church Secretary: Tracy Pitt

St. Peter’s Preschool 

Rebecca Lohrmann, Director 

Michigan Lutheran Seminary 

(MLS) 

(Saginaw) 989-793-1041 

Huron Valley Lutheran High 

School (HVL) 

(Westland) 734-525-0160 

Congregation President:   Bruce 

Winkler 

Vice President: Richard Cording 

Council Secretary: Jim Cutler 

Treasurer: Seth Anderson 

Financial Secretaries:  

   Steve Jacobi 

   Van Varner 

Board Chairmen: 

   Elders – Ron Bude 

   Stewardship/Education - 

       Ernie Honke 

   Trustees – Nils Peterson 

http://www.splp.org/
mailto:stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com

