
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Founded 1856 

1343  Penniman Avenue 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 



Service Notes: 
- The following psalms in the front of the hymnal (page 64f) will aid you in your
meditation before receiving the Lord’s Supper:  Psalms 34, 42-43, 51, 84, 116,
150. Prayers for preparation for worship are on pages 10 and 11 in the hymnal.
A form for preparation for Communion is on page 156.

- Guests, please sign the guest registry in the narthex.
- If you have a prayer request or would like Pastor Schaefer to visit or call you,
please talk to him (734-658-5735).

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  Our guests are kindly asked to note 
that it is our practice to first become a member of our communion fellowship 
before communing with us.  Please speak to our pastor about becoming a 
member of our communion fellowship. 

THE COMMON SERVICE (page 15) 

OPENING HYMN: #394 “Blessed Are the Saints of God” 
Text: Joseph Humphries (b. 1720) 



STAND 

M: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by 
nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 
deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, 
have mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 



M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

M: Let us pray. 

Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers 
and that we often stumble and fall. Strengthen us in body and 
mind, and bring us safely through all temptations; through 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

BE SEATED 



THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON: Micah 6:1-8 
6 Hear what the LORD says: 
Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
    and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
    and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 
    and he will contend with Israel. 
3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
    How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
    and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
5 O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
    and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
    that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.” 
6 “With what shall I come before the LORD, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 



8 He has told you, O man, what is good; 
    and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 1 – The congregation will sing 
Hymn #475 “The Man is Ever Blest.” Text: Isaac Watts (1674-1748)



SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were 
wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast 
in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ 
Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

VERSE OF THE DAY (sung by the choir) 

Alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is on me; he has anointed me to 
preach good news. Alleluia! (Luke 4:18) 

STAND 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 

5 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when 
he sat down, his disciples came to him. 

2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 



4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called sons of God. 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you. 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 



God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down 

from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. 



We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life (+) of the world to come. Amen. 

GOSPEL RESPONSE: “Blessed Are They” 
©1978 and 2000 by John Leavitt. Published 2000 by Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Blessed are they, happy are they, blessed are they of God. 
Happy are those who are poor in spirit, for they shall be blessed of God. 
He gently will lead them; he gladly will feed them. 
Their home is the heart of God. 
And blessed are those with sorrow and woe; his comfort and joy will 
overflow. 
The meek and the lowly, blessed and holy: Great is their gift from God. 

Happy are those who desire the righteousness born of God. 
He blesses their hunger; he fills them with wonder. 
Their rest is the peace of God. 
And blessed are those who mercy do show; his grace and compassion will 
know. 
The blessed of children see now this heaven, held in the hand of God. 

Happy are those who love peace, for they are the sons of God. 
His light does shine through them; his truth will be in them. 
Their life is the light of God. 
The world will now hate them; it hates him before them. 
Their part is the love of God. 

Blessed are those who are poor in spirit. Happy are those who do mourn. 
Blessed are those who are meek. Happy are those whose hearts yearn. 
Blessed are those who show grace. Happy are those who are pure. 
Blessed are those who seek peace. Happy are those who know God. 

BE SEATED 



HYMN OF THE DAY: #395 “Seek Where You May to Find a 
Way” Text: Georg Weissel (1590-1635) 



SERMON                                                                               

 

STAND  

PSALM 51 RESPONSE (page 20) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                                                         
FOR THE EPIPHANY SEASON 

 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in 

the fullness of time you came into our world to save us 

from sin and death. 

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 



M: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, 

baptized by John, you came preaching and teaching, 

healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in 

darkness, and the joy of salvation to those 

doomed to death. 

M: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the 

people of our world. Let the good news of salvation be 

heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our 

own lips to speak your name to those around us who 

still live without faith or hope: 

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the 

world with the light of your gospel. 

M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts 

that we may use our gifts to serve you and each other 

in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones 

near and far, that they may remember your love and 

rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the 

sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in 

despair and comfort those who mourn: 

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love 

in everything we say and do. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 



Silent prayer. 

M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the 

heavenly home where we will stand in the full light of 

your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the 

everlasting song of triumph. 

C: Amen.                                                                        
© 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from (+) evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

© 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 

BE SEATED 

Please use this time for personal preparation or meditation before the 
Lord's Supper. A form to assist you is on page 156 in the front part of 
the hymnal. 



NOTE: Please be prepared to receive the host in your outstretched 
hand, rather than in your mouth. 

STAND 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 



M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times 
and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and 
revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and 
truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts 
of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, 
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke 
it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is the new 
testament in my (+) blood, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

 



 
 

BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: #518 “Forth in the Peace of 
Christ We Go” Text: ©1969 stanzas 1,2,4,5 James Quinn 1919-2010). ©1993 stanza 3 Mark Jeske 

(born 1952). Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A-722670. All rights reserved. 



 

 

THANKSGIVING (page 24) 
STAND 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis) 



 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 
 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your 
loving kindness you sent your Son to share our 
humanity. We thank you that through him you have 
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We 
also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our 
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 



M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you 
peace. 

 
The Common Service ©1993 Northwestern Publishing House, all rights reserved.  One License #A-722670. 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. 

 

OFFICIANTS: 

Preacher and Celebrant: Pastor Paul Schaefer 

Communion Assistant: Mark Castellese 

Organist: Mrs. Jan Jacobi; Choir: Senior Choir 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PETER’S 
 
Today  - 9:30 AM Divine Service  

- 10:45 AM Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 
Wednesday   - 9:30 AM Online Bible Class 
Thursday – 7:00 PM Senior Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday    - 9:30 AM Divine Service 

- 10:45 AM Sunday School and Adult Bible Class     
 

Serving next Sunday: Altar Guild – Carol Schwartz                       
Ushering -Team 1 

 

Altar flowers are donated to the glory of God. 

http://www.gnpcb.org/
http://www.gnpcb.org/


PASTORAL CARE & MERCY – Please remember with prayers, cards 
and visits those whose needs have been reported.  

The Pastoral Staff 

Church Office: 734-453-3393 

www.splp.org 

stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Paul Schaefer 

  Pastor’s Cellphone:   

734-658-5735

Pastor’s email:

Peschaef5@gmail.com

Music Director: Jan Jacobi

Church Secretary: Tracy Pitt

St. Peter’s Preschool 

Rebecca Lohrmann, Director 

Michigan Lutheran Seminary 

(MLS) 

(Saginaw) 989-793-1041 

Huron Valley Lutheran High 

School (HVL) 

(Westland) 734-525-0160 

Congregation President:   Bruce 

Winkler 

Vice President: Richard Cording 

Council Secretary: Jim Cutler 

Treasurer: Seth Anderson 

Financial Secretaries:  

   Steve Jacobi 

   Van Varner 

Board Chairmen: 

   Elders – Ron Bude 

   Stewardship/Education - 

       Ernie Honke 

   Trustees – Nils Peterson 

http://www.splp.org/
mailto:stpeterlutheran@hotmail.com

