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“Hands of Brutality” (Soldiers)

STAND

M: O Lord, open my lips.

M: Hasten to save me, O God.

M: The Lord be with you.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
M: This is the message we have heard from him and declare
to you.
C: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
M: If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the
darkness,
C: We lie and do not live by the truth.
M: If we claim to be without sin,
C: We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

C: Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer
worthy to be called your child. Yet in mercy you
sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his
sake, O God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and in the joy
of the Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days.
Silence for private confession.
M: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. Upon
this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Thanks be to God. Amen.
M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of
evening prayer. We thank you for providing all that we
need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in
your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel
our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive
our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ,
our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
BE SEATED

LET MY PRAYER RISE BEFORE YOU (Psalm 141)

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and
help us in time of need that we may sing your praise in
holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
PSALM 22
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights
reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A-722670. All
rights reserved.

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?*
Why are you so far from saving me?
I am a worm and not a man,*
scorned by men and despised by the people.
All who see me mock me;*
they hurl insults, shaking their heads:
“He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him.*
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” Refrain
My strength is dried up, and my tongue sticks
to the roof of my mouth;*
you lay me in the dust of death.

A band of evil men has encircled me,*
they have pierced my hands and my feet.
They divide my garments among them*
and cast lots for my clothing.
But you, O LORD, be not far off;*
O my Strength, come quickly to help me.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Silence for meditation.
Psalm Prayer
M: Lord God, our refuge and strength, when the restless
powers of this world and the fury of Satan rise up against
your holy city, watch over it and keep it safe. Be with us
in every time of trouble and bring us to the new
Jerusalem where you live and reign, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

The Passion History of Our Lord: Mark 14:66 – 15:15
66

And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls
of the high priest came, 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she
looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene,
Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand
what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the rooster
crowed. 69 And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to
the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70 But again he denied it.
And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly
you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to
invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of
whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the rooster crowed a second
time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before
the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he
broke down and wept.
15 And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a
consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole Council.
And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him over
to Pilate. 2 And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
And he answered him, “You have said so.” 3 And the chief priests
accused him of many things. 4 And Pilate again asked him, “Have
you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring against
you.” 5 But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was
amazed.
6

Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for
whom they asked. 7 And among the rebels in prison, who
had committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man called
Barabbas. 8 And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do
as he usually did for them. 9 And he answered them, saying, “Do
you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 10 For he
perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had delivered
him up. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him

release for them Barabbas instead. 12 And Pilate again said to
them, “Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of the
Jews?” 13 And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” 14 And Pilate said
to them, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the
more, “Crucify him.” 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd,
released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he
delivered him to be crucified.
Seasonal Response: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. By his wounds we are
healed.

CHIEF HYMN: #98 “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” Text: Sigmund von
Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.

SERMON: “Hands of Brutality” (Soldiers)
Text: Matthew 27:27-31
27

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's
headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before
him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and
twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put
a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him,
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took
the reed and struck him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked
him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him
and led him away to crucify him.

STAND

SONG OF MARY (Magnificat)

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)
M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O
Lord:

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of
your church in all the world, and for the strengthening of
all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord:

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that
come with every stage of life, and for joy in doing your
will, we pray, O Lord:

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring
protection, justice, learning, and health to this and every
place, we pray to you, O Lord:

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing
and food, for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for

deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to
you, O Lord:

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have
shared with us your good news, whose souls are now at
rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O
Lord:

C: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we
now commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and
strength, O Lord.

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from (+) evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR PEACE
M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works
come from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies
that we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)

BLESSING
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

CLOSING HYMN:
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