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EVENING PRAYER (page 52) 

 

OPENING HYMN: #115 “He Stood Before the Court”     
STAND 

 

M: O Lord, open my lips. 

 

M: Hasten to save me, O God. 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of 

evening prayer. We thank you for providing all that we 

need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in 

your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel 

our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive 

our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, 



our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

BE SEATED 

 

LET MY PRAYER RISE BEFORE YOU (Psalm 141) 

 

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and 

help us in time of need that we may sing your praise in 

holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

PSALM 38 



 

O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger* 

or discipline me in your wrath. 
 

For your arrows have pierced me,* 

and your hand has come down upon me. 
 

My guilt has overwhelmed me* 

like a burden too heavy to bear.                                       

Refrain 

 

All my longings lie open before you, O LORD;* 

my sighing is not hidden from you. 
 

I wait for you, O LORD;* 

you will answer, O Lord my God. 
 

Come quickly to help me,* 

O Lord my Savior. 
 

 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.      

Refrain 
Refrain Tune: Patricia Craig. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with 

permission under One License #A-722670  Psalm Tone: Paul Bunjes. © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Silence for meditation. 

M: Lord God, grant us your Holy Spirit that we may hear and 

believe your Word. Cleanse our minds and renew our 

hearts that we may live for you here and hereafter; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The Passion History of Our Lord 

Matthew 26:57-75 

57 Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the 
high priest, where the scribes and the elders had 
gathered. 58 And Peter was following him at a distance, as far 
as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat 
with the guards to see the end. 59 Now the chief priests and 
the whole council were seeking false testimony against 
Jesus that they might put him to death, 60 but they found 
none, though many false witnesses came forward. At 
last two came forward 61 and said, “This man said, ‘I am able 
to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three 
days.’” 62 And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you 
no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against 
you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said 



to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the 
Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said 
so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of 
Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the 
clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore his robes and 
said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do 
we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What is 
your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves 
death.” 67 Then they spit in his face and struck him. And 
some slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! 
Who is it that struck you?” 

69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a 

servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with 

Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, 

saying, “I do not know what you mean.”71 And when he went 

out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she 

said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of 

Nazareth.”72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not 

know the man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came up 

and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, 

for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then he began to invoke a 

curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And 

immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered 

the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny 

me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 



Seasonal Response: All we like sheep have gone astray, 

and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. By his 

wounds we are healed. 

 

HYMN: #108 “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” 
 

SERMON: “The King Condemned”  

Sermon Text: Matthew 27:11-26 

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor 
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You 
have said so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief 
priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to 
him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against 
you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 
charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release 
for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And 
they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So 
when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you 
want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called 
Christ?” 18 For he knew that it was out of envy that they had 
delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting on the 
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to 
do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much 
because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief priests 
and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 
destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of 
the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, 



“Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with 
Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be 
crucified!” 23 And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” 
But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather 
that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his 
hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man's 
blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 And all the people answered, 
“His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he 
released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, 
delivered him to be crucified. 

  

 
STAND 

 

SONG OF MARY (Magnificat)(page 57) 



  



 
BE SEATED 

 



OFFERING  

STAND 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) (page 59) 

M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O 

Lord:  

 

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of 

your church in all the world, and for the strengthening of 

all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that 

come with every stage of life, and for joy in doing your 

will, we pray, O Lord: 

 

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring 

protection, justice, learning, and health to this and every 

place, we pray to you, O Lord: 



 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing 

and food, for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for 

deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to 

you, O Lord: 

 

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have 

shared with us your good news, whose souls are now at 

rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O 

Lord: 

 

C: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we 

now commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and 

strength, O Lord. 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from (+) evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works come from you. Give to us, your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may 

be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from 

the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and 

quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis) 



 

BLESSING 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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CLOSING HYMN: #123 “Lord Jesus Christ, You Set Us 

Free” 
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