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EVENING PRAYER (Page 52)

M: O Lord, open my lips.

M: Hasten to save me, O God.

M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of
evening prayer. We thank you for providing all that we
need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in
your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel
our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive
our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ,
our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

BE SEATED
Genesis 3:1-24 Adam and Eve disobey God and are
banished from Eden.
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of
the field that the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not
eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3
but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is
in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you
die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not
surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and
ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with
her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and
they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves loincloths.
8

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man
and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard
the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I

was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree,
and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What
is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate.”
14

The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all
livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you
shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I
will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”
16

To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in
childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your
desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule
over you.”
And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the
voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I

17

commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days
of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of
your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground,

for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you
shall return.”
20

The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the
mother of all living. 21 And the LORD God made for Adam and
for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.
22
Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become
like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach
out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live
forever—” 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the
garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken.
24
He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of
Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that
turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.
Hymn #28 “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”
Isaiah 40:1-11 God comforts his people and urges them to
prepare for their redemption.
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has
received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 3 A
voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every
valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD shall be

revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of
the LORD has spoken.”
6A

voice says, “Cry!”

And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the
field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath
of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass.
8
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our
God will stand forever.
9

Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good
news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald
of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
1
Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules
for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense
before him. 11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will
gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his
bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.
Hymn #11 “Comfort, Comfort All My People”

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the
LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as
heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put
1

Jeremiah 23:5-6 God will raise up for David a Righteous
Branch.
5
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign
as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved,
and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which
he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’
Hymn #47 “Behold, a Branch is Growing”
Isaiah 7:10-15 The Lord promises that a Son will be
conceived. His name will be Immanuel.
the LORD to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of
David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my
God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall
call his name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey
when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.
Hymn #23 “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”
Micah 5:2-4 The One who will be ruler over Israel will be
born in Bethlehem.
2
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of
old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up
until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then
the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the
ends of the earth.
Hymn #25 “The King Shall Come”
Isaiah 11:1-9 The Branch of Jesse shall come with
righteousness to save.
11 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of
the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And his delight shall
be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his
eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4 but
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he
shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his
waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6 The wolf shall
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf
together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the
bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the
lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play
over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his

hand on the adder's den. 1 They shall not hurt or destroy in
all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
Hymn #19 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”
Zechariah 9:9-12 The King comes, gentle and riding on a
colt, the foal of a donkey.
waterless pit. 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of
hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.
Hymn #26 “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring”
Luke 1:5-25 An angel announces the birth of John, the
forerunner of the Messiah.
5
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest
named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a
wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
1

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt,
the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall
be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule
shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of
the earth. 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my
covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the

Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before God,
walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes
of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was
barren, and both were advanced in years.
8

Now while he was serving as priest before God when his
division was on duty, 9 according to the custom of the
priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the
Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the
people were praying outside at the hour of incense.11 And
there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the
right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was
troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your
prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you
a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have
joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he
will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or
strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even
from his mother's womb. 16 And he will turn many of the
children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go
before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people
prepared.” 18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I
know this?
For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in
years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand
in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and

to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you will be silent
and unable to speak until the day that these things take
place, because you did not believe my words, which will be
fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the people were waiting for
Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the
temple. 22 And when he came out, he was unable to speak to
them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the
temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained
mute. 23 And when his time of service was ended, he went to
his home.
24
After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five
months she kept herself hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord
has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take
away my reproach among people.”
Hymn #20 “When All the World was Cursed”
Luke 1:26-56 The angel Gabriel announces that Jesus will
be conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
26
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to
a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And
the virgin's name was Mary.28 And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she
was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what
sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
31
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great

and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.”
34

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am

a virgin?”
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the
Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old
age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month
with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”
And the angel departed from her.
39
In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill
country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth
heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb.
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this
granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to
me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to
my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what
was spoken to her from the Lord.” 46 And Mary said,
35

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked on the humble estate of his
servant. For behold, from now on all generations
will call me blessed;
49
for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50
And his mercy is for those who fear him from
generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength
with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
52
he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and
exalted those of humble estate; 53 he has filled the hungry
with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 54
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”
56

And Mary remained with her about three months and
returned to her home.

Hymn #24 “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”

OFFERING
STAND

LORD’S PRAYER (Page 60)

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
PRAYER FOR PEACE
M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works come from you. Give to us, your servants, that
peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may
be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from
the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and
quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)

BLESSING
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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