“I Am He”
St. Peter’s Ev. Lutheran Church
Wednesday Lenten Service
March 27, 2019

Opening Hymn #587 “Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadows”
STAND

M: O Lord, open my lips.

M: Hasten to save me, O God.

M: The Lord be with you.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and
confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, for sins of habit
and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good
I have failed to do, you should cast me away from your
presence forever. All too often when my heart longs for
peace and my soul yearns for joy, I turn to everything
but you to find fulfillment. I have often ignored you and
even despised you—my one and only Savior—by my
self-centered and sinful thoughts, words, and actions.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’
sake.
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In
his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we
were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his
called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Prayer
M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of
evening prayer. We thank you for providing all that we need
for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name.
Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows
with the comfort of your Word, and receive our hymns of
thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior,
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.
BE SEATED

LET MY PRAYER RISE BEFORE YOU (Psalm 141)

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and
help us in time of need that we may sing your praise in
holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
Psalm 143

O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;*
in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief.
Do not bring your servant into judgment,*
for no one living is righteous before you.
My spirit grows faint within me;*
my heart within me is dismayed.

Refrain

Answer me quickly, O LORD;*
do not hide your face from me.
Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,*
for I have put my trust in you.
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God;*
may your good Spirit lead me on level ground.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Psalm Prayer:
Lord Jesus, you bring light to those who dwell in darkness
and make your love known to them. Enter not into judgment
with your servants, but strengthen us in the saving faith
and guide us into the land of perfect peace where with the
Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen.
Passion Reading: Luke 22:54-71
54

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the
high priest's house, and Peter was following at a distance. 55 And
when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat
down together, Peter sat down among them. 56 Then a servant girl,
seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said,
“This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I
do not know him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and
said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.”
59
And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted,
saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a
Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are
talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the
rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And
Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him,
“Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.”
62
And he went out and wept bitterly.
63

Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking
him as they beat him. 64 They also blindfolded him and kept asking
him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” 65 And they said many
other things against him, blaspheming him.
66

When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people
gathered together, both chief priests and scribes. And they led him

away to their council, and they said, 67 “If you are the Christ, tell us.”
But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and if I ask
you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on the Son of Man shall
be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 70 So they all said,
“Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said to them, “You say that
I am.” 71 Then they said, “What further testimony do we need? We
have heard it ourselves from his own lips.”

Seasonal Response
All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on
him the iniquity of us all. By his wounds we are healed.
Hymn #102 “Enslaved by Sin and Bound in Chains”
Sermon Theme: “I Am He”
Sermon Text: John 18:3-9
3

So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers
from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns
and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would
happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you
seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to
them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.
6
When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the
ground. 7 So he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they
said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am
he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the
word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost
not one.”
STAND

THE SONG OF MARY (Magnificat)

BE SEATED

OFFERING
PRAYER: LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie
M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O
Lord:

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of
your church in all the world, and for the strengthening of
all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord:

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that
come with every stage of life, and for joy in doing your
will, we pray, O Lord:

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring
protection, justice, learning, and health to this and every
place, we pray to you, O Lord:

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing
and food, for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for
deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to
you, O Lord:

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have
shared with us your good news, whose souls are now at
rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O
Lord:

C: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we
now commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and
strength, O Lord.

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
EVENING PRAYER
M: O God our Father, by your mercy and might, the world
turns safely into darkness and returns again to light. We
place into your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved
problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only what
you bless will prosper. To your great love and protection, we
commit each other and all those we love, knowing that you
alone are our sure defender; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)

Blessing
M: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, † and
the Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us.

CLOSING HYMN: #120 “What Wondrous Love Is This”
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